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“A Summer Place” is a 1959 American
romantic drama film. Though I have never had
a chance to watch this movie, I do like to listen
to its theme song. The song available on You-

Tube has been played over and

over by me for numerous times and I
have never got sick of it. While listening to it,
I have been dreaming of a summer place for
myself. After a few years of dreaming, oppor-
tunities finally arrived. This year, the parent-
in-law’ s family of my daughter invited my
wife and me to visit their summer vacation
homeon Marrowstone Island. The island is
located at the northwest corner of the country,
3 hours of driving from Seattle, Washington
state. It is only a few tens of miles away from
the Canadian borderline. The population on

the island is less than 1000.

Since this was my first significant trip
after my retirement, [ had decided to take it
in style. Instead of taking the flight, I chose
to drive. I have not taken a long road trip for
many years. Therefore, | would like to use
this opportunity to do a sightseeing of the

magnificent landscape along my road trip. It
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is 1200 miles away from Los Angeles to the

final destination. I devised my road trip into
3 days of driving, around 475 miles each on
the Interstate Freeway Son the first 2 days and
the remaining 250 miles on the third day. I
had considered that the final leg would be on
the rural or countryside highways, therefore I
should have allocated longer driving time for

shorter distance.

On the first day of the trip, I connected
my iPhone to the navigation device aboard my
car. The GPS provided navigation data mak-
ing us feel like that we were flying an airplane.
When it happened to hit high noon, we stopped

at Harris Ranch Resort located at Coalinga,



California, for lunch. They had a nice menu
for steak. Iplaced an order of prime rib to
feed both of us. Its quality and quantity was
superb enough to satisfy us. Since Coalinga
is only a few hours away from Los Angeles, I
would recommend Harris Ranch to be a “must
stop” rest area for replenishment.Along this
section of the freeway, we saw cattle raised
in open ranch. The massive herd count could
reach millions. When the car windows wer-
erolled down, we could hear cattle mooing
and smell their manure. Now I have a rough
idea about where the daily steak on my dining
table came from. Along the Interstate Freeway
5 corridor, there were millions of acres of or-
chardsgrown on both sides of the road. The
fruit trees were planted row upon row and col-
umn by column in diagonal formations. I was
amazed with such a spectacular view. Califor-
nia is known for its diverseagriculture industry.
Our daily diet is likely grown, produced and

supplied from here.

On the second day of the trip, after we
passed the town, Redding, California, I paid
a particular attention to both sides of the free-
way. Many stories reported that Bigfoot/
Sasquatch sightings occurred most around this
region.Sasquatch is a tall hairy human-like
primate. Sasquatch spotted in this region was

called Bigfoot by locals. If the Bigfoot hasex-

isted on this land for thousands of years, what
would the Native Americans describe it? Was
there ever a direct encounter between Native
Americans and the Bigfoot? How came that
their body remains or artifacts were never
found? Do they have a habitat to rest or cave to
hide? Does the Bigfoot have civilization? All
these are mysteries. What [ was seeing was
lakes and foliage in the surroundings. Water
isin lakes everywhere. Fishes and shrimps
were abundant in the lake. Jumbo trees were
tall enough to reach skyline. In vast moun-
tainous wilderness, a variety of meaty animals
were roaming and thriving far and wide. This
is a bio-friendly environment. A place with a
potential to produce plenty of surf and turf to
nurture creatures is right here. American In-
dians have habitated in this region for tens of
thousands of years. If they can survive, I do not
see why the Bigfoot cannot. As my car con-
tinued moving on the freeway, I stared at the
-

e
2

Acaptured image of the Bigfoot is available on
Google.
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Mount Shasta, California.

distance of wilderness and muttered under my

breath to myself, “Bigfoot, are you there?”

Travelling further north, I had noticed an
image of huge mountain appearing on my far
right side. My initial thought about it was a
hallucination due to fatigue of a long drive. But
not so wrong. Per Google, this is Mount Shas-
ta, a prominent landmark in California. While
the plains were hot and humid in summer, the
Mount was still covered with heavy snow. The
Mount standing there looked like a gigantic
monster overlooking the road travelers. After
a few hours of driving, the Mount was still in
view. Mount Shasta is a potentially active vol-
cano. Volcano eruptions can cause destruction
and death. I do not like destruction and death.
I stared at the Mount in distance and it truly
looked spooky. The thought of what might

happen to people sent shivers down my spine.
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Soon we had arrived in the state of Ore-
gon. Oregon is known for its forestry. Tall jum-
bo trees are grown everywhere. With 30 million
acres of forestlands, I would estimate 1 billion
trees occupying the entire territory of Oregon.
Oregon is grateful to have such a precious com-

modity as lumber. It is a national treasure.

On the third day of the trip, it did not take
us much time to arrive in Washington state. Soon
we had to divert from Freeway 5 to Highway
101. The winding curvy hilly roads were taking
us more close to the rural region and further away
from urban settings. On the left side of the High-
way is the Olympic National Park and Forest.
On the right side are canals, bays, sea inlets, and
clusters of peninsulas. After a few more hours
of numerous turns in countryside, we had finally
arrived at our final destination. Wow;, it is a man-

sion. It will be our summer vacation home.



The mansion had 2 grand master bed-
rooms, several regular bedrooms, 1 doll room,
2 ample living/game rooms, in-house theater,
office and library den, wet bars, laundry room,
kitchen, dining room, etc. The interior of the
mansion was decorated with vintagesouvenirs
and many pieces offurniture were antiques.
A few large photographs displayed on the
wall showed the extended families dated a
few decades ago. Both front and back yards
were well maintained. A variety of plants and
flowers which was a rare scene in Southern
California blossomed lavishlyin the yards. A
herd of deer in the neighborhood had adopted
this property as their playground. They visit-
ed the yards frequently. A few steps down the
backyard is beachfront. The backyard is over-
looking the Admiralty Inlet, which is a passage
between the Pacific Ocean and the Seattle

ports, etc. Cruise ships,cargo ships, and ferry

Backyard of the mansion.

boats navigated through the Inlet frequently
and navy ships, including aircraft carriers and
submarines, were spotted occasionally. 2 re-
fracting telescopes mounted with tripods were
placed in the living/game rooms and faced the
ocean through windows. They were ready at
any moment to catch any exciting views on the
sea. The region has high latitudes. Therefore,
sunrise occurred as early as 5 am and sunset as
late as 10 pm. In summer, the maximum high
temperature in daytime was 75 ° F. Then you
have to accept the fact that the remaining of

the year is colder than 75.

A neighborhood vineyard had a BBQ
concert one night. It was opened to the gener-
al public and was a great opportunity to meet
friendly neighbors. We patronized an oyster
place for fun and enjoyed Thai food at nearby

Port Townsend. TheOlympic National Park is

Overlooking the Admiralty Inlet from the
backyard.
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not too far away. Due to time constraints and
logistic issues, I had to regretfully miss visiting
it. However, many short hikes were nearby.
Some led to waterfalls. My able-bodiedsons-
in-law, both arejujutsu trained, hiked with ba-

bies carried on their back.

After all, a summer stay in a mansion was
a blessing. My extended families got to do the
same activities together in the same time at the
same location away from home. This beautiful
summer place is leaving me a lasting and sweet

memory forever.

(Pt sk ¥

A happy family posed in front of the mansion.
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260,000
250,000
210,000
160,000
140,000
100,000
100,000
100,000
100,000
100,000
100,000
100,000
100,000
100,000

82,000

EF 1,100,000 , FHEBNFERE G441 4428 500,000

R348 700,000 « HEBMABEEES
100,000 ~ ££5EF% 100,000 ~ #£[E 100,000 ~ E
HIARE , BB REMREMES 135,620 « KIS
PEE 50,000 - ErRESEKIZRTES) 50,000
iR{AE 50,000

BEE

BE

REPEAT

R

£ 200,000 , #EBh+LE 20,000
£ 200,000

REPEAT

£ 100,000
BE
BEs
BEE
BEE
B
S
BEE

BEE
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BHRE 52

PREIAN 54 £ 20 3 80,000
Bi)s 48 5 1 BT 70,000
TRE 81 FE[ 70,000
BXE 50,000  iREMH
B th 48 £ 3 BE 40,000
PRERE 63 £ 8 BI 40,000
SRR 66 £ 17 3 40,000
SREASN 70 £ 8 31 40,000
HitE 83 £ 21 If 40,000
Eg 59 £ 7 B 20,000
st 47 £ 3 15,000
SR 61 £ 24 3 14,550  IBEH
FTEREE 59 £ 10 Bt 10,000  IBERME
EBE 42 FHPE DI 10,000
2 10,000
CLR 8,431,333
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