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What a wonderful experience it
was !

How I wished that she could have
been "younger" and "more beautiful
1964.
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" The Emperor Mountain trip 1is
really unforgettable. Perhaps inspired
by this, Hwei-Ho #f M FI arranged
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another Emperor Mountain trip when
we were in the 2nd grade of the
medical school. Every girl classmate
cried while crawling on the dangerous
ridge. "
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This was a very wet camping

WRRRE IR AL

" It rained very hard that night,
and we end up having to squat inside
the tent the whole night without any
sleep. "

JEARTEE

" The pouring rain just wouldn't
stop. We couldn't do anything at night
with only the dim light from battery
powered flash light. The rain eventually
collected too much on the top of the
tent and start to leak inside. None of

us got any sleep. "
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to carry the wet tent down the hill, I
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were stuck with the Military Teacher

" The reason we

Liu was our beloved Teacher Wang
couldn't make it because she had
a young child to take care of. She
worried so much about our safety (
and perhaps "misbehave" ) and insisted
that we ought to be chaperoned by a

trustworthy person.
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Bl HER—7r ek > AR Al
Mg e - SR - BiT— 4R DL T H Ry bl
1965 # s A i - U BIATEE VRS
BLE
"The pen is mightier than the sword.

The brush is stronger than the pistol."”
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"There are so many ways
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could donate by becoming a mentor of
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learning, cross US-Taiwan perspective,

business experiences,

etc. This could be a great supplement

to the financial donations.
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Auburn University

2 score years ago, I was enrolled
in Auburn University, Auburn,
Alabama. After an extremely long
& weary journey of overseas flight
starting from Taiwan, a small single-
engine propeller airplane flew me to
Auburn University Regional Airport,
my final destination. This is the spot
where [ officially set foot on the U.S.
When [

disembarked from the plane & stepped

continent for the first time.

on the ground of the landing pad,
I gasped out to myself, a style like
astronaut Neil Armstrong, "That's one
small step for me, one giant leap for
my life." How exciting it was.
Auburn University is a public
research & predominantly white school.
The school has higher submitted SAT
& ACT scores than the University
The ranking of Auburn

University vs. University of Alabama

of Alabama.

is like that of Purdue University vs.
Indiana University.

There were about 150 Taiwanese
students attending Auburn University.
At that time, it was called "Association

of Chinese Students". Most Taiwanese

RSE 1970 F8E

in STEM

(Science, Technology, Engineering &

students majoring
Mathematics) were receiving Graduate
Teaching Assistantship (GTA) or
Graduate Research Assistantship (GRA)
from school. Among Auburn's faculty,
there were 3 Taiwanese professors.
One was teaching in the Department of
Physics. The other was teaching in the
Department of Chemical Engineering.
I do not remember the 3rd one
anymore.

The city of Auburn is a college
town. The environment & atmosphere
were elegant, harmonic, & decluttered.
Everything was refreshing to me.
That was when & where 1 wanted to
appreciate America's greatness, beauty,
potential, strength, & culture. To
become totally Americanized, 1 avoided
unnecessary interaction with Taiwanese
students and tried my best to engage
with local folks.

Auburn University was on the
quarter system at that time. In the
first quarter, I stayed in the student
dormitory & ate in the school cafe to

get adequately immersed in American
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collegelite. ™ Doksaetie Weomerthels
dorm was amazing to me and it was
a maze too. There were TV lounges,
social rooms, etc. in the compound of
dormitories. One Friday night, students
were hosting an informal dance party
in a social room. The cheers & music
At the

height of the dance, students, male

attracted me to check it out.

& female, formed a human train &
danced in a circle. [ could not help
but jump in to become 1 additional
human wagon attached at the tail of
the train. Since then, whenever I
heard the same song as played in that
piece of dance, [ recalled the scene.
The memory was sweet & lasting.
Towards the end of the 1st
quarter, the International Student
Advisor announced Christmas
International House (CIH), a program
for international students and scholars
to experience friendship and hospitality
with an American host community
The Advisor

encouraged students to apply early

during winter break.

in order to get the most desired spot
- a tour of Walt Disney World in
Orlando, Florida. Maybe I did not
act fast enough, I got accepted to

South Carolina instead. Nevertheless,

[ bought a round-trip ticket, boarded
the Greyhound bus, happily embarked
upon my first road trip in the United
In the camp of the CIH South

Carolina, there were 4 Taiwanese

Sates.

female students, a few Asian Indians,
Japanese, Iranians, Africans, etc. Quite
diverse, of course. The 10-day's tour
encompassing Christmas Day was
eventful & rewarding. The participants
had enjoyed generosity & entertainment
offered by American communities,
families, churches, & local leaders.
In exchange, the hosting parties had
learned about foreign cultures of where
we came from. This was my Ist
X'mas celebrated in the United States.
Quite unique.

Towards the end of the 2nd
quarter, American college students
started getting busy in planning their
annual spring break vacation, usually
around Easter Day. Some Christian
students at Auburn University wanted
to be part of this annual ritual too, so
they could spread the gospel to save
the lost young souls hanging out on the
beaches. 1 managed to join this "Great
Crusade". In the morning, we boarded
a chartered church bus & headed to

Daytona Beach, Florida, a hot spot for
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I looked around aboard

spring break.

the bus and found that I was the only
non-white among around 60 students.
Quite amazing. Upon arriving at
Daytona Beach, the scene was quite
spectacular.  Tens of thousands of
collegians gathered, socialized, &
partied. The streets were jammed &
crowded. All motels & inns along
the beach were heavily booked. As
students, no one had luxury to afford.
I shared a 2-bed motel room with 6
other big size brethren. Literally, we
were taking a spring break vacation
too. In a childish act, we packed
ourselves like sardines in a sedan.
There were 22 "sardines" counted and
I was part of the pack.

One local church family hosted a
dinner for us at their house. Before
the dinner, we gathered in the backyard
There was a
The

golden sunlight was reflected on the

to watch the sunset.

small lake in the neighborhood.

lake and the reflection emitted orange-
like glory in the surroundings which
caught our eyes. [ was fascinated in
seeing this nature of beauty. It was
so tranquillizing and like a paradise on
carth. A fellow brethren, a chemical

engineering major, standing by me

interrupted my thought, "What do you
think of this, buddy?"

said, "This land is so beautiful.

I murmured &
I wish
I could live on it. That is why so
many foreigners are eager to come to
this country. Oh, I love America.....".
shocked &

embarrassed with my deep mind. I

He seemed to be

was almost whispering the lyrics of
Woody Guthrie's folk song, "This land
is your land, this land is my land...This
land was made for you and me..."

After the dinner, brethren & sisters
gathered together, holding hand in
hand, to offer prayers. This was my
first time to hold the hands of young
white females, so warm, so neat, &
so tender. With eyes completely
closed, everyone took turns to say a
few phrases in grace. When it was
my turn to pray, I took a sneak view
around me through my half-opened
eyelids and saw some hands trembling.
Maybe they did not get used to hearing
the odd words which I recited in my
grace. 1 just laughed it out mutely to
myself.

Most of the days, we strolled
along the white sand of Daytona
Beach.

flat seashore.

What we saw was miles of

The only tall object to
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the south was the rocket launching
We

encountered thousands of students and

towers of Kennedy Space Center.

did what we were supposed to do unto
them - save their souls. 1 week of
spring break vacation came & went
fast.  On the way back to Auburn,
the group captain declared "Mission
Accomplished", while the rest of us
fell into deep sleep aboard the bus.

In a sunny balmy afternoon
on campus, a professor, a Caltech
graduate, invited me to tour Auburn
University's 2 Million Volt Dual
Source Tandem Accelerator. To me,
it was a gigantic monster buried half
-way underground. We had to wear
a radiation-reading badge to get in the
facility. Through the large viewing
glass panels, I saw researchers & some
Our

staring at them from the outside did

PhD students working inside.

not distract them from their work at
all. At that time, Auburn University
was trying to advance plasma physics.
I was almost lured to become an
atomic physicist.

Auburn is a small town in the
Deep South. Oriental food was rarely
available. A cargo van carrying

a truckload of oriental food from

Atlanta arrived at Auburn on Saturday
Mornings, once per month. Before the
van arrived, shoppers & patrons had
already gathered around to meet &
chat. The van carried soy sauce, seca-
food sauce, oriental condiments, rice,
bean vermicelli, Cantonese noodles,
mung beans, red beans, newspapers,
dry goods, etc., items not casily
available within a long distance from
Auburn. If you wanted a roasted
duck, the driver could take your order
in advance and had it delivered when
the next time the cargo van arrived.

A Taiwanese student, named
Stanley, finished his doctoral degree
in electric engineering at Auburn
University.
wife who graduated from % K4 3.

Since he performed superb in the

Stanley got a pregnant

presentation of his dissertation, Stanley
was immediately hired as assistant
professor. This is a typical example of
those who study in marketable ficlds
get rewarded marketably. By the same
token, a foreigner who held a master
degree in computer science could find
a teaching job easily in any community
college. At that time, green cards
came casy & fast for foreigners who

taught in U.S. schools. After 2 years,

117



Stanley got a new job offer from Intel

& moved on to Silicon Valley.

Stanley graduated from % K &
f§ in Taiwan. #K had a recruitment

"Attend

show you how electronics impacts your

propaganda: K, we will

future life." Yeah, we all have been
dramatically impacted by electronics,
from satellites to the iPhone, from
laser to computers, from autonomous

vehicles to robots, you name it. At

that time, % K had 4 departments
(B ¥, BE., W, #4), cach

department admitted 45 students. Each
2 K admitted 4 x 45 = 180
Out of 180, there were 60
#2 f alumni.
quote, tender & juicy, "If a bride-to-

year,
freshmen.

There was a renowned

be tosses a floral ball of red ribbons
toward a crowd of 180 suitors, there is
a 1/3 chance that any #Z#

in grocery, I could save 150 USD
per month. Auburn University played
movies in the Student Auditorium
every Friday night. The admission
was free for students. My driver's
license identifies me as "Brown Eyes,
Therefore, 1 look

slightly different from the majority of

Brown Hair".
Asians. Dating at Auburn University
was inexpensive. [ made a girl friend

She is a blonde

& was a political science major.

named Rhonda.
Sometimes, we went to students'
movies together. Her apartment
was only 20 steps away from mine.
Occasionally, we cooked or ate
together.  After graduation, she went
to a law school and later became a
distinguished lawyer in her Deep South

hometown.

= W T
alumnus will catch that ball N = RN .

and become the groom."
#t is indeed amazing.
My GTA paychecks
afforded me 400 USD per NS
month. At that time, 1 S
USD could buy 3 dozens
of fresh eggs or a frozen
chicken. After paying 150
USD in rent & 100 USD
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"...If Eugene can join us, it will
be on Saturday. If Oliver can join us
and bring a virgin for dedication to
the occasion, the sun rises from the
west. My top choice for this Sunday is

Elephant Mountain. ......
99.3.4 #EE B BREM) FHEIE

"Dear {355 : We have been thinking

to get together with you since your

=R 1967 FEE

return a month ago. Will you be able
to meet with us on this Saturday, 3/7
? A group of classmates will do hiking
at B[l Taipei at 7:30 am on the day.
You can either meet with us then or
we have a lunch together with some
more classmates attending. ...... As a
footnote, 1 just called Oliver, he would
BEEUEEZ to perform a hiking J&ZCfii
with us this time, especially, he would
like to meet with you in receiving a
mind-cleaning from you.

(To Hoover * Oliver will need you
to prepare a virgin for him when he
shows up at our hiking activity this
weekend.)

Best, CS #L&E (Z7) On behalf
of the hiking group "
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